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The current methodology of forest site evaluation has some challenging
weaknesses, which may greatly influence the efficiency of both forest planning
and forest management practice. This fact keeps us searching for new methods
to overcome the difficulties. The present paper gives a short overview of our
research on GIS based digital soil mapping techniques and their possible
application in forestry, offering a powerful tool for forest site evaluation. The
paper focuses on four main issues. First, the main weakness in site evaluation,
second, methods of digital soil mapping, third, the description of the study areas
and mapping procedures, and finally, the possible outcomes and the major
directions of further development.
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